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This publication was produced by the San Diego Fire-Rescue 
Department in a cooperative effort with the International As-
sociation of Fire Chiefs. The national RSG! Program is managed 
by the International Association of Fire Chiefs , funded by the 
United States Department of Agriculture Forest Service, the 
United States Department of the Interior, with partner support 
from the United States Fire Administration, Firewise Com-
munities Program and the Insurance Institute for Business 
and Home Safety. For more information on the RSG! Program,  
SOHDVH�YLVLW�ZZZ�ZLOGODQGÀUH56*�RUJ�

LUH�VHDVRQ� LV�D�\HDU�URXQG� UHDOLW\� LQ�RXU� UHJLRQ�� UHTXLULQJ�ÀUHÀJKWHUV�
DQG�UHVLGHQWV��WR�EH�RQ�KHLJKWHQHG�DOHUW�IRU�WKH�WKUHDW�RI�ZLOGODQG�ÀUH�

With our many canyons, San Diego has hundreds of linear miles of 
:LOGODQG�8UEDQ�,QWHUIDFH��:8,���(DFK�\HDU��ZLOGODQG�ÀUHV�FRQVXPH�KXQGUHGV�
of homes in the WUI. Studies show that as many as 80 percent of those 
homes could have been saved if their owners had followed a few simple 
ÀUH�VDIH�SUDFWLFHV��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��ZLOGODQG�ÀUH�UHODWHG�GHDWKV�RFFXU�EHFDXVH�
people wait too long to leave their home.

The San Diego Fire-Rescue Department takes every precaution to help 
SURWHFW�\RX�DQG�\RXU�SURSHUW\�IURP�ZLOGODQG�ÀUH���+RZHYHU��WKH�UHDOLW\�LV�WKDW�
LQ�D�PDMRU�ZLOGODQG�ÀUH�HYHQW��WKHUH�ZLOO�VLPSO\�QRW�EH�HQRXJK�ÀUH�UHVRXUFHV�
RU�ÀUHÀJKWHUV�WR�GHIHQG�HYHU\�KRPH�

6XFFHVVIXOO\� SUHSDULQJ� IRU� D� ZLOGODQG� ÀUH� HQDEOHV� \RX� WR� WDNH� SHUVRQDO�
responsibility for protecting yourself, your family and your property.  In this 
Action Guide, we hope to provide the tips and tools you need to prepare; to 
NQRZ�ZKDW�WR�GR�ZKHQ�D�ÀUH�VWDUWV��DQG�WR�OHDYH�HDUO\�

The Ready, Set, Go! Program works in complementary and collaborative 
fashion with the Firewise®� &RPPXQLWLHV� 3URJUDP�DQG� RWKHU�ZLOGODQG� ÀUH�
public education efforts. 

Fire has always been a natural occurrence in Southern 
California. Our hills and canyons burned periodically long before we built 
KRPHV� KHUH�� � :LOGODQG� ÀUH�� IXHOHG� E\� D� EXLOG�XS� RI� GU\�
vegetation and driven by seasonal Santa Ana winds, 
DUH� H[WUHPHO\� GDQJHURXV� DQG� GLIÀFXOW� WR� FRQWURO�� 0DQ\�
homes have been built and landscaped without fully 
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� ZKDW� D� ÀUH� FDQ� GR� DQG� IHZ� IDPLOLHV� DUH�
adequately prepared for a quick evacuation.

It is not a question of if but when� WKH�QH[W�PDMRU�ZLOGODQG�ÀUH�ZLOO�RFFXU���
$GYDQFH�SODQQLQJ�DQG�SUHSDUDWLRQ�DUH�RXU�EHVW�GHIHQVH��:H�KRSH�\RX�ÀQG�
the tips in the following pages helpful and take them to heart.

F

Javier Mainar
Chief, San Diego Fire-Rescue Department
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Living in the 
Wildland Urban Interface 

and the Ember Zone
Ready, Set, Go! begins with a 

KRXVH�WKDW�ÀUHÀJKWHUV�FDQ�GHIHQG

A home within one mile of a natural area is 
in the Ember Zone. Wind-driven embers can 
attack your home. You and your home must be 
SUHSDUHG�ZHOO�EHIRUH�D�ÀUH�RFFXUV��(PEHU�ÀUHV�
can destroy homes or neighborhoods far from 
WKH�DFWXDO�ÁDPH�IURQW�RI�WKH�ZLOGODQG�ÀUH�

Defensible Space Works!
If you live next to a naturally vegetated area, 
often called the Wildland Urban Interface, provide 
ÀUHÀJKWHUV�ZLWK�����IHHW�RI�GHIHQVLEOH�VSDFH�WR�
protect your home. The buffer zone you create 
by removing weeds, brush and thinning vegeta-
WLRQ�KHOSV�NHHS�WKH�ÀUH�DZD\�IURP�\RXU�KRPH�
DQG�UHGXFHV�WKH�ULVN�IURP�Á\LQJ�HPEHUV� Firewise 
Communities and the Fire-Rescue Department’s 
brush management guidelines provide valuable 
guidance on property enhancements. 
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What is Defensible Space?

Zone One extends 35 feet from your home.

�� Must be permanently irrigated to maintain succulent growth. 

�   Is primarily low-growing plant material, with the exception of trees. Plants shall be 
ORZ�IXHO�DQG�ÀUH�UHVLVWLYH�

����7ULP�WUHH�FDQRSLHV�UHJXODUO\�WR�UHPRYH�GHDG�ZRRG�DQG�NHHS�EUDQFKHV�D�PLQLPXP�RI�
10 feet from structures, chimney outlets and other trees.

�� 5HPRYH�OHDI�OLWWHU��GU\�OHDYHV�SLQH�QHHGOHV��IURP�\DUG��URRI�DQG�UDLQ�JXWWHUV�

�� 5HORFDWH�ZRRGSLOHV�DQG�RWKHU�FRPEXVWLEOH�PDWHULDOV�LQWR�=RQH�7ZR��

����5HPRYH�FRPEXVWLEOH�PDWHULDO�DQG�YHJHWDWLRQ�IURP�DURXQG�DQG�XQGHU�GHFNV�

�� 5HPRYH�RU�SUXQH�YHJHWDWLRQ�QHDU�ZLQGRZV�

�� 5HPRYH�´ODGGHU�IXHOVµ��ORZ�OHYHO�YHJHWDWLRQ�WKDW�ZRXOG�DOORZ�WKH�ÀUH�WR�VSUHDG�IURP�
the ground to the tree canopy). Create a separation between low-level vegetation 
DQG�WUHH�EUDQFKHV�E\�UHGXFLQJ�WKH�KHLJKW�RI�WKH�YHJHWDWLRQ�DQG�RU�WULPPLQJ�ORZ�
branches.

Defensible space is the required space  
between a structure and the wildland area that, 
XQGHU�QRUPDO�FRQGLWLRQV��FUHDWHV�D�VXIÀFLHQW�
EXIIHU�WR�VORZ�RU�KDOW�WKH�VSUHDG�RI�ZLOGODQG�ÀUH�
to a structure. It protects the home from igniting 
GXH�WR�GLUHFW�ÁDPH�RU�UDGLDQW�KHDW��'HIHQVLEOH�
space is essential for structure survivability 
GXULQJ�ZLOGODQG�ÀUH�FRQGLWLRQV� For more in-
formation about defensible space zones and 
preparedness techniques within each, visit the 
6DQ�'LHJR�)LUH�5HVFXH�ZHEVLWH�DW�KWWS���ZZZ�
VDQGLHJR�JRY�ÀUH�VHUYLFHV�EUXVK

ZONE ONE

ZONE TWO

  35’ 65’

Zone Two extends 35 to 100 feet from your home. 

����0LQLPL]H�WKH�FKDQFH�RI�ÀUH�MXPSLQJ�IURP�SODQW�WR�SODQW�E\�UHPRYLQJ�GHDG�PDWHULDO�DQG�
removing or thinning vegetation seasonally. The minimum spacing between vegetation 
is three times the dimension of the plant.

����7KHUH�VKRXOG�EH�QR�SHUPDQHQW�LUULJDWLRQ�LQ�=RQH�7ZR�

����5HPRYH�´ODGGHU�IXHOV�µ

�� &XW�RU�PRZ�DQQXDO�JUDVV�GRZQ�WR�D�PD[LPXP�KHLJKW�RI���LQFKHV�

�� 7ULP�WUHH�FDQRSLHV�UHJXODUO\�WR�NHHS�EUDQFKHV�D�PLQLPXP�RI����IHHW�IURP�RWKHU�WUHHV�
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What is a Hardened Home?

ROOFS
Roofs are the most vulnerable surface where embers 
ODQG�EHFDXVH�WKH\�FDQ�ORGJH�DQG�VWDUW�D�ÀUH��5RRI�
valleys, open ends of barrel tiles and rain gutters are all 
points of entry.

EAVES
Embers can gather under open eaves and ignite exposed 
wood or other combustible material.

VENTS
Embers can enter the attic or other concealed spaces 
through vents and ignite combustible materials. Vents 
in eaves and cornices are particularly vulnerable, as are 
any unscreened vents.

WALLS
Combustible siding or other combustible or overlapping 
materials provide surfaces or crevices for embers to 
nestle and ignite.

WINDOWS and DOORS
Embers can enter through open windows and gaps in 
doors, including garage doors. Plants or combustible 
storage near windows can ignite from embers and 
JHQHUDWH�KHDW�WKDW�FDQ�EUHDN�ZLQGRZV�DQG�RU�PHOW�
combustible frames.

BALCONIES and DECKS
Embers can collect in or on combustible surfaces or the 
undersides of decks and balconies, ignite the material 
and enter the home through walls or windows.

To harden your home further, consider protecting your 
KRPH�ZLWK�D�UHVLGHQWLDO�ÀUH�VSULQNOHU�V\VWHP��,Q�DGGLWLRQ�
WR�H[WLQJXLVKLQJ�D�ÀUH�VWDUWHG�E\�DQ�HPEHU�WKDW�HQWHUV�
your home, it also protects you and your family year-
URXQG�IURP�DQ\�ÀUH�WKDW�PD\�VWDUW�LQ�\RXU�KRPH�

Construction materials and the quality of the defensible space surrounding a home 
DUH�ZKDW�JLYHV�LW�WKH�EHVW�FKDQFH�WR�VXUYLYH�D�ZLOGODQG�ÀUH��(PEHUV�IURP�D�ZLOGODQG�ÀUH�
FDQ�ÀQG�WKH�ZHDN�OLQN�LQ�\RXU�KRPH·V�ÀUH�SURWHFWLRQ�VFKHPH�DQG�JDLQ�WKH�XSSHU�KDQG�
because of a small, overlooked or seemingly inconsequential factor. However, there are 
PHDVXUHV�\RX�FDQ�WDNH�WR�VDIHJXDUG�\RXU�KRPH�IURP�ZLOGODQG�ÀUH��:KLOH�\RX�PD\�QRW�EH�
able to accomplish all the measures listed below, each will increase your home’s, and 
SRVVLEO\�\RXU�IDPLO\·V��VDIHW\�DQG�VXUYLYDO�GXULQJ�D�ZLOGODQG�ÀUH�



Tour a Wildland Fire Prepared Home 

Address: Make sure your address is 
clearly visible from the road.

Inside: .HHS�ZRUNLQJ�ÀUH�H[WLQJXLVKHUV�RQ�KDQG�
Install smoke alarms and carbon monoxide 
detectors on each level of your home and near 
bedrooms. Test them monthly and change the 
batteries twice a year.

Walls: Wood products, such as boards, panels or 
shingles, are common siding materials. However, they are 
FRPEXVWLEOH�DQG�QRW�JRRG�FKRLFHV�IRU�ÀUH�SURQH�DUHDV�
%XLOG�RU�UHPRGHO�ZLWK�ÀUH�UHVLVWDQW�EXLOGLQJ�PDWHULDOV��
such as brick, cement, masonry or stucco.
Be sure to extend materials from foundation to roof.
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Home Site and Yard: Ensure you have at least a 100-foot 
radius of defensible space (thinned vegetation) around your 
home. Note that even more clearance may be needed for 
homes in severe hazard areas. This means looking past what 
you own to determine the impact a common slope or neighbors’ 
\DUG�ZLOO�KDYH�RQ�\RXU�SURSHUW\�GXULQJ�D�ZLOGODQG�ÀUH�
Cut and remove dry weeds and grass before noon when 
temperatures are cooler to reduce the chance of sparking a 
ÀUH�
/DQGVFDSH�ZLWK�ÀUH�UHVLVWDQW�SODQWV�WKDW�KDYH�D�KLJK�PRLVWXUH�
content and are low-growing. 
Keep woodpiles, propane tanks and combustible materials 
away from your home and other structures such as garages, 
barns and sheds.
Ensure that trees are far away from power lines.

Roof: Your roof is the most vulnerable part of your 
KRPH�EHFDXVH�LW�FDQ�HDVLO\�FDWFK�ÀUH�IURP�ZLQG�
blown embers. Homes with wood-shake or shingle 
roofs are at high risk of being destroyed during a 
ZLOGODQG�ÀUH�
%XLOG�\RXU�URRI�RU�UH�URRI�ZLWK�ÀUH�UHVLVWDQW�PDWHULDOV�
such as composition, metal or tile. Block any spaces 
between roof decking and covering to prevent ember 
intrusion.
Clear pine needles, leaves and other debris from 
your roof and gutters.
Cut any tree branches within ten feet of your roof.

Windows:�+HDW�IURP�D�ZLOGODQG�ÀUH�FDQ�FDXVH�
windows to break even before the home ignites. 
This allows burning embers to enter and start 
LQWHUQDO�ÀUHV��6LQJOH�SDQHG�DQG�ODUJH�ZLQGRZV�DUH�
particularly vulnerable.
Install dual-paned windows with the exterior pane of 
tempered glass to reduce the chance of breakage in 
D�ÀUH�
Limit the size and number of windows in your home 
that face large areas of vegetation.

Vents: Vents on homes are particularly vulnerable to 
Á\LQJ�HPEHUV�
All vent openings should be covered with 1ȫ8 inch  
PHWDO�PHVK��'R�QRW�XVH�ÀEHUJODVV�RU�SODVWLF�PHVK�
because they can melt and burn.
$WWLF�YHQWV�LQ�HDYHV�RU�FRUQLFHV�VKRXOG�EH�EDIÁHG�
or otherwise protected to prevent ember intrusion 
(mesh is not enough).



Water Supply: Have multiple garden hoses that are 
long enough to reach any area of your home and 
other structures on your property.
If you have a pool or well, consider a pump.

Garage:�+DYH�D�ÀUH�H[WLQJXLVKHU�DQG�WRROV�VXFK�DV�D�
VKRYHO��UDNH��EXFNHW�DQG�KRH�DYDLODEOH�IRU�ÀUH�HPHUJHQ-
cies.
Install a solid door with self-closing hinges between 
living areas and the garage. Install weather stripping 
around and under door to prevent ember intrusion.
6WRUH�DOO�FRPEXVWLEOHV�DQG�ÁDPPDEOH�OLTXLGV�DZD\�
from ignition sources.

Driveways and Access Roads: Driveways should 
EH�GHVLJQHG�WR�DOORZ�ÀUH�DQG�HPHUJHQF\�YHKLFOHV�
and equipment to reach your house. 
Access roads should have a minimum 10-foot clear-
ance on either side of the traveled section of the 
URDGZD\�DQG�VKRXOG�DOORZ�IRU�WZR�ZD\�WUDIÀF�
Ensure that all gates open inward and are wide 
enough to accommodate emergency equipment.
Trim trees and shrubs overhanging the road to a 
minimum of 151ȫ2 feet to allow emergency vehicles 
to pass.

Deck/Patio Cover: 8VH�KHDY\�WLPEHU�RU�QRQ�ÁDPPDEOH�
construction material for decks.
Enclose the underside of balconies and decks with 
ÀUH�UHVLVWDQW�PDWHULDOV�WR�SUHYHQW�HPEHUV�IURP�EORZLQJ�
underneath.
Keep your deck clear of combustible items, such as 
EDVNHWV��GULHG�ÁRZHU�DUUDQJHPHQWV�DQG�RWKHU�GHEULV�
If built after 1989, the decking surface must be ignition 
resistant if it is within 10 feet of the home.

Chimney: Cover your chimney and stovepipe outlets with 
D�QRQ�ÁDPPDEOH�VFUHHQ�RI�1ȫ4 inch wire mesh or smaller 
WR�SUHYHQW�HPEHUV�IURP�HVFDSLQJ�DQG�LJQLWLQJ�D�ÀUH�
Make sure that your chimney is at least 10 feet away 
from any tree branches.

Non-Combustible Boxed In Eaves: Box in eaves 
with non-combustible materials to prevent 
accumulation of embers. 

Raingutters: Screen or enclose rain gutters to 
prevent accumulation of plant debris.

Non-Combustible Fencing: Make sure to use non-
combustible fencing to protect your home during a 
ZLOGODQG�ÀUH��

7
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Now that you’ve done everything you can to 
protect your house, its time to prepare your fam-
ily. Your Wildland Fire Action Guide must be 
SUHSDUHG�ZHOO�LQ�DGYDQFH�RI�D�ÀUH��,QFOXGH�all 
members of your household. Use these checklists 
to help you gain a situational awareness of the 
threat and to prepare your Wildland Fire Action 
Guide. For more information on property and 
KRPH�SUHSDUHGQHVV�EHIRUH�D�ÀUH�WKUHDW��UHYLHZ�
the preparedness checklist on the Firewise Com-
PXQLWLHV�ZHEVLWH��ZZZ�ÀUHZLVH�RUJ

READY, SET, GO!   
Create Your Own 

Action Guide

 Create a Family Disaster Plan that includes 
meeting locations and communication plans. 
Rehearse it regularly. Include in your plan the 
evacuation of pets and large animals such as 
horses.

� +DYH�ÀUH�H[WLQJXLVKHUV�RQ�KDQG�DQG�WUDLQ�\RXU�
family how to use them.

 Ensure that your family knows where your gas, 
electric and water main shut-off controls are 
located and how to use them.

 Plan and practice several different evacuation 
routes.

 Designate an emergency meeting location 
RXWVLGH�WKH�ÀUH�KD]DUG�DUHD�

 Assemble an emergency supply kit as 
recommended by the American Red Cross. 
Keep an extra kit in your vehicle.

 Appoint an out-of-area friend or relative as a 
point of contact so you can communicate with 
family members.

 Maintain a list of emergency contact numbers 
in your cell phone, posted near your landline 
phone and in your emergency supply kit.

 Have a portable radio or scanner so you can 
VWD\�XSGDWHG�RQ�WKH�ÀUH�

Ready – Preparing for the Fire Threat
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OUTSIDE CHECKLIST, IF TIME ALLOWS

 Bring combustible items from the exterior of 
the house inside (items such as patio furniture, 
children’s toys, door mats, etc.) or place them in 
the pool, if you have one. 

 Turn off propane tanks and gas at the meter.

 Don’t leave sprinklers on or water running - they 
can waste critical water pressure.

 Leave exterior lights on. 

 Back your car into the driveway to facilitate a 
quick departure. Shut doors and roll up windows.

 Have a ladder available.

� 3DWURO�\RXU�SURSHUW\�DQG�H[WLQJXLVK�DOO�VPDOO�ÀUHV�
until you leave.

 Cover attic and ground vents with pre-cut plywood 
or commercial covers.

IF YOU ARE TRAPPED: SURVIVAL TIPS

� 5HPDLQ�LQVLGH�\RXU�KRPH�XQWLO�WKH�ÀUH�SDVVHV�

 Shelter away from outside walls.

 Bring garden hoses inside the house so embers 
don’t destroy them.

� 3DWURO�LQVLGH�\RXU�KRPH�IRU�VSRW�ÀUHV�DQG�
H[WLQJXLVK�DQ\�\RX�ÀQG�

 Wear long sleeves and long pants made of natural 
ÀEHUV�VXFK�DV�FRWWRQ�

 Stay hydrated.

� (QVXUH�\RX�FDQ�H[LW�WKH�KRPH�LI�LW�FDWFKHV�ÀUH�
(remember if it is hot inside the house, it is four to 
ÀYH�WLPHV�KRWWHU�RXWVLGH��

 Fill sinks and tubs for an emergency water supply.

 Place wet towels under doors to keep smoke and 
embers out.

� $IWHU�WKH�ÀUH�KDV�SDVVHG��FKHFN�\RXU�KRPH�DQG�
URRI��([WLQJXLVK�DQ\�ÀUHV��VSDUNV�RU�HPEHUV��

 Check inside the attic for hidden embers.

� ,I�WKHUH�DUH�ÀUHV�WKDW�\RX�FDQQRW�H[WLQJXLVK��
with a small amount of water or in a short period 
of time, call 9-1-1.

 Evacuate as soon as you are set!

 Alert family and neighbors.

 Dress in appropriate clothing (i.e. clothing made 
IURP�QDWXUDO�ÀEHUV��VXFK�DV�FRWWRQ��DQG�ZRUN�
boots). Have goggles and a dry bandana or 
particle mask handy.

 Ensure that you have your emergency supply kit 
on hand that includes all necessary items, such 
as a battery powered radio, spare batteries, 
emergency contact numbers, and ample drinking 
water.

 Stay tuned to your TV or local radio stations for 
updates, or check the Fire-Rescue Department 
:HE�VLWH�ZZZ�VDQGLHJR�JRY�ÀUH��)DFHERRN�SDJH�
and Twitter feed.

 Remain close to your house, drink plenty of water 
and keep an eye on your family and pets until you 
are ready to leave.

INSIDE CHECKLIST, IF TIME ALLOWS

 Close all windows and doors, but leave them 
unlocked.

� 5HPRYH�ÁDPPDEOH�ZLQGRZ�VKDGHV�DQG�FXUWDLQV�
and close metal shutters.

 Move furniture to the center of the room, away 
from windows and doors.

 Turn off pilot lights and air conditioning.

� /HDYH�\RXU�OLJKWV�RQ�VR�ÀUHÀJKWHUV�FDQ�VHH�
your house and other structures under smoky 
conditions.

Set – Situational Awareness when a Fire Starts
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Go – Leave Early
By leaving early, you give your family the best 
FKDQFH�RI�VXUYLYLQJ�D�ZLOGODQG�ÀUH��<RX�DOVR�KHOS�
ÀUHÀJKWHUV�E\�NHHSLQJ�URDGV�FOHDU�RI�FRQJHVWLRQ��
enabling them to move more freely and do their 
job in a safer environment.

WHEN TO LEAVE
/HDYH�HDUO\�HQRXJK�WR�DYRLG�EHLQJ�FDXJKW�LQ�ÀUH��
smoke or road congestion. Don’t wait to be told 
E\�DXWKRULWLHV�WR�OHDYH��,Q�DQ�LQWHQVH�ZLOGODQG�ÀUH��
they may not have time to knock on every door. If 
you are advised to leave by local authorities, don’t 
hesitate! 

WHERE TO GO
Leave to a predetermined location. It should be 
a low-risk area, such as a well-prepared neighbor 
or relative’s house, a Red Cross shelter or 
evacuation center, motel, etc.

HOW TO GET THERE
Have several travel routes in case one route is 
EORFNHG�E\�WKH�ÀUH�RU�E\�HPHUJHQF\�YHKLFOHV�DQG�
equipment. Choose an escape route away from 
WKH�ÀUH�

WHAT TO TAKE
Take your prepared emergency supply kit 
containing your family and pet’s necessary items.

EMERGENCY SUPPLIES

The American Red Cross recommends every fam-
ily have an emergency supply kit assembled long 
EHIRUH�D�ZLOGODQG�ÀUH�RU�RWKHU�HPHUJHQF\�RFFXUV��
Use the checklist below to help assemble yours. 
For more information on emergency supplies, visit 
the American Red Cross Web site at  
www.redcross.org.

 Three-day supply of water (one gallon per 
person per day).

 Non-perishable food for all family members 
and pets (three-day supply).

 First aid kit.

 Flashlight, battery-powered radio, and extra 
batteries.

 An extra set of car keys, credit cards and cash 
or traveler’s checks.

 Sanitation supplies.

 Extra eyeglasses or contact lenses.

 Important family documents and contact 
numbers.

 Map marked with evacuation routes.

 Prescriptions or special medications.

 Family photos, valuable and other irreplace-
able items that are easy to carry.

 Personal computers, hard drives, disks and 
ÁDVK�GULYHUV�

 Chargers for electronic communication de-
vices.

1RWH��.HHS�D�SDLU�RI�ROG�VKRHV�DQG�D�ÁDVKOLJKW�
handy in case of a sudden evacuation at night.
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Write up your Wildland Fire Action Guide and post it in a location where 
every member of your family can see it. Rehearse it with your family.

Important Phone Numbers: 

 Out-of-Area Contact:  Phone: 

 Work:    

 School:   

 Other:    
 

Evacuation Routes: 

Meeting Location: 

Location of Emergency Supply Kit: 

Notes: 

During High Fire Danger days in your area, monitor your local media for 
information and be ready to implement your plan. Hot, dry and windy conditions 

FUHDWH�WKH�SHUIHFW�HQYLURQPHQW�IRU�D�ZLOGODQG�ÀUH�

My Personal Wildland Fire Action Guide

ZZZ�VDQGLHJR�JRY�ÀUH



READY, SET, GO!
Safety Checklist

Tips To Improve Family and Property Survival During A Wildland Fire

  Home Yes No
1. Does your home have a metal, composition, tile or other non-combustible     

roof with capped ends and covered fascia? 
2. Are the rain gutters and roof free of leaves, needles and branches?   
3. Are all vent openings screened with 1�8 inch mesh metal screen?   
4. Are approved spark arrestors on chimneys?   
5. Does the house have non-combustible siding material?   
��� $UH�WKH�HDYHV�´ER[HG�LQµ�DQG�WKH�GHFNV�HQFORVHG"��  
7. Are the windows double-paned or tempered glass?   
8. Are decks, porches and similar areas made of non-combustible material    

and are they free of easily combustible material? 
��� ,V�DOO�ÀUHZRRG�DW�OHDVW����IHHW�IURP�WKH�KRXVH"�  

  Defensible Space Yes No
1. Has dead vegetation been removed from the defensible space zones     

around your home? (Consider adding distance due to slope of property.) 
2. Is the required separation between shrubs maintained?    
3. Have ladder fuels been removed?    
4. Is there a clean and green area extending at least 35 feet from the house?    
��� ,V�WKHUH�D�QRQ�FRPEXVWLEOH�DUHD�ZLWKLQ�ÀYH�IHHW�RI�WKH�KRXVH"   
6. Is the required separation between trees and crowns maintained?   

  Emergency Access Yes No
1. Is the home address plainly legible and visible from the street?   
2. Are trees and shrubs overhanging the street trimmed to 151�2 feet?   
3. If your home has a long driveway, does it have a suitable turnaround area?  

Ready, Set, Go!
ZZZ�ZLOGODQGÀUH56*�RUJ
ZZZ�VDQGLHJR�JRY�ÀUH


